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NOTE. 


The  Janam  Sakhi  book  of  the  Sikhs  is  a brief  biographical  memoir  of  Guru 
Nanak,  the  founder  of  the  Sikh  religion. 

Several  Janam  Sakhis  are  current  among  the  professors  of  the  Sikh  religion, 
and  as  would  be  expected  these  differ  one  from  another  in  various  respects.  The 
Sikh  community  of  Amritsar  therefore  requested  the  Lieut. -Governor  early  in 
1883  to  procure  for  their  perusal  a Janam  Sakhi  in  the  Library  of  the  India  Office, 
which  was  presented  by  Mr.  H.  T.  Colebrooke  to  the  East  India  Company ; and 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  Librarian,  Dr.  Rost,  the  volume  was  forwarded  to  this 
country  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and  was  made  available  for  examination  at 
Lahore  and  Amritsar. 

A wish  was  subsequently  expressed  that  fac  similes  of  the  volume  should  be 
reproduced  by  photography ; and  at  the  request  of  the  Lieut.-Governor  and  by 
permission  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  India,  the  reproduction  by  photozincography 
was  undertaken  in  the  Office  of  the  Survey  of  India  at  Debra  Dun  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  J.  B.  N.  Hennessey,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  Deputy  Surveyor  General. 

As  soon  as  the  MS.  was  received  at  Debra  a careful  examination  of  it  was 
made.  It  then  appeared  that  there  should  be  240  leaves,  numbered  only  on  the  right- 
hand  pages,  but  that  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  18  and  19  were  missing,  as  also  two  of  the 
three  leaves  12,  13  and  14;  that  some  of  the  numbers  of  the  leaves  had  been 
partially  cut  off  in  binding,  and  that  some  of  the  pages  were  defective,  portions 
having  been  torn  away  and  whitish  paper  pasted  on  as  a protection  to  what  remained. 
In  other  instances  the  text  bad  evidently  been  restored  as  appeared  from  the 
difference  in  writing.  Each  page  of  the  original  was  found  to  be  edged  by  a 
border  of  double  lines  in  red ; and  where  a portion  of  a page  had  disappeared  part 
of  this  border  had  necessarily  gone  also.  This  will  explain  certain  breaks  in  the 
border  in  the  photozincographed  copies. 

Endeavours  have  been  made  to  reproduce  the  original  as  exactly  as  possible 
save  in  the  following  respects.  The  red  border  has  necessarily  been  printed  black : 
obvious  blots  and  dirty  marks  have  been  omitted  : and  errors  made  by  the  writer 
which  he  obliterated  with  some  kind  of  yellow  pigment  do  not  appear.  Other- 
wise, the  copies  are  as  true  fac  similes  as  it  has  been  possible  to  make  them,  save 
that  the  pages  have  been  numbered  1,  2,  3,  &c.  to  facilitate  the  binding  and  ensure 
correctness  of  arrangement. 

The  undertaking  proved  a very  difficult  one  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
paper,  which  was  originally  light  brown  in  colour,  has  become  several  shades  darker 
from  age,  and  very  dirty  from  usage,  and  the  time  occupied  in  reproduction  has 
in  consequence  been  more  than  treble  what  would  have  been  required  had  the  paper 
been  white. 
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The  obligations  of  Sir  Charles  Aitchison  to  the  Surveyor  General  and  to 
Mr.  Hennessey  who  have  enabled  him  to  place  a fac  simile  copy  of  the  volume  in 
the  hands  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Sikh  community  are  very  great,  and  His 
Honor  desires  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  them. 

A lithographed  copy  of  the  book  is  about  to  be  published  separately  by 
private  enterprise. 


Civil  Sbcbbtabiat,  Punjab  Govt., 
March  15th , 1885. 
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